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Valuing the Country Women’s Association for 

Queenslanders 

QCWA inducted into the Qld Business Leaders’ Hall of Fame in 2013 

Joint recognition by QUT Business School, State Library of Queensland 

and the Queensland Library Foundation 



Collections @ State Library

• Minutes – meetings, members, decisions and results

• Photographs/ Images

• Cookery books

• Newspapers

• Articles, publications and blog stories

• Original records came to SLQ over 20 years ago

• Published materials through legal deposit

Please note: Record descriptions being updated in 2022



Searching for relevant material: basic search

State Library catalogue One Search : basic option



Advanced search

State Library catalogue One Search : advanced



Refining your result

One Search advanced         

Refinements listed on the R-H side of the 

advanced results 



Example: Searching for Sandgate records



Interpreting finding aids

• Scroll list to Sandgate 

• Identify box no

• Login to request

Become a member to login



Requesting materials to view on site

Minutes of meetings tracking members, decisions and results

• Login

• Then request

Requested items will be held in L4 heritage area for 3 days



Searching for digitised images



State Library copy print collections

Country Women's Association Hostel in Bowen, ca. 1950: opening



Past connections

Portraits of State President and council members of State Divisions of the Queensland Country 

Women's Association, 1928. 



More recent representation



Images

CWA float in Coronation Day Parade, Biloela, 1953

Queensland Country Women's Association trip to Emu Park



More images on Flickr Commons

Car decorated using the Queensland Country Women's Association colours, Queensland



Newspapers

• Trove newspapers generally cover the range up to 

1954 some earlier or later.

• Check newspaper titles for your Qld location.

• Most are on film up to 1995 and they are on open 

shelves L3 and can be scanned free with a USB.

• Newspapers with dates beyond that in hard copy need 

to be ordered in, up to 2 – 3 days delivery.



Searching newspapers on Trove

https://trove.nla.gov.au/search/advanced/category/newspapers



Parameters inTrove



Refining and sorting in Trove



Articles of interest: Issues raised 1928

• Why should women and children in the bush have to put up with hardships 

and drawbacks which are unnecessary?

• Why should there not be adequate medical services to relieve sickness 

and to reduce the dread with which homes are built in far away places? 

• Why should bush children be handicapped by being denied the highest 

privileges of education?

• Why should it be required that, year in and year out, they should live without 

sight of the sea, and without opportunity for holiday change?

Source: The Queenslander 10 May 1928 p50



Articles and images of interest

Source: Brisbane Courier 10 November 1925 p22



Source: The Queenslander 2 February 1928 p51



The Queenslander newspaper 

…the weekly version of the

Brisbane Courier 

"We are more than grateful to the 

'Queenslander' for its generosity to the 

association. Pages are devoted to the doings

of the association each week, and these give 

to the readers a very comprehensive report 

of the activities. The editress assures me that 

she welcomes news from every division, and 

also any photographs of interest.

Ruth Fairfax State President Q.C.W.A. Queenslander 10 May 1928 p 51



More resources….

Both excellent overviews

Published history



More resources….

Both excellent overviews



More resources: blog stories

Source: State Library Of Queensland (slq.qld.gov.au)

https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/blog/happy-birthday-90-years-queensland-cwa


Searching journals



Primary Results



Source: February 1996 p6

Full-text primary source material



Source: February 1996 p11



September 1996 p21



Cookery books



QCWA members: accessing State Library

• Login to access articles, e-books

• Order items ahead of a visit

• Place a written enquiry using the 

online form to Ask Us 

• Up to 6 enquiries a year accepted

• Read more 
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/get-involved/become-member

https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/get-involved/become-member

